S

A rchitects all over lllinois have been forced to rediscover and reinvent themselves as they have pro-
gressed through the difficult economic challenges of the past two years. AlA lllinois was able to
make adjustments while staying true to our mission.

In the coming year, AIA lllinois is again fully committed to collaborating with our members and allied pro-
fessions, and looking for innovative ways to fulfill our mission. We will continue to embrace our strengths,
while focusing on opportunities to deliver more to you, our members. AIA lllinois staff will be working
with three committees that have been created to focus on the goals of Empowerment, Development and
Enrichment. And we will continue to explore new and better means of communication that will not only
disseminate information, but provide a platform for meaningful dialogue.

After weathering the storm of the past several years, AlA is poised for greater returns in 2011. We thank
you for your past participation and encourage you to take advantage of the many opportunities that we
can provide you in the future.

Regards,

%’f’ﬁf”
7y

Jeff Fleming, AIA _-x-lr A | | | 1 "
2011 President J n O I S

www.aiail.org .

AlA lllinois Staff (left to right):
Mike Waldinger, Executive

Vice President; Mary Young,
Program Director; Eric Klinner,
Membership Director; Chris Casey,
Special Projects Coordinator
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time to reap. A time to sow.
While it’s always nice to enjoy
the fruits of our labor, some-
times conditions are more
favorable to planting a seed for
tomorrow. Two-thousand and
ten proved to be a time to
prepare for growth — carefully,
yet optimistically.

This past year presented many
challenges in our industry due
to the ongoing economic diffi-
culties, but there were also
opportunities to lay the ground-
work for a brighter future. As
AIA lllinois members, you came
together and took part in many
activities. You attended confer-
ences and events where best
practices and new ideas were
exchanged. You rallied for legis-
lation that will support the es-
sential work that we do. And
you gave back by visiting class-
rooms throughout the state,
introducing students to
architecture, and possibly,
their future career.

Maybe you missed some of

these opportunities in 2010, but

not to worry. As the seeds we
planted last year begin to take

root, new opportunities will

arise in 2011. As architects, we
have a responsibility — to our
communities, our profession,
and ourselves — to unite.
Through our collective efforts
and determination we can
continue to transform the built
environment for the betterment
of society, while protecting the
natural environment through
sustainable practices. Even in
troubled economic times, our
work today will greatly impact
the generations that will follow.
Of that, you can be certain.

FROM THE PRESIDENT ...

A rchitects are generally caring and talented, as individuals and as a collec-
tive. Because of our genuine concern and unique skill sets, we deserve to e
have a voice, if not the foremost voice, in the perpetual stewardship of the land, and in the planning of our
communities. Our voices should be credible, expressed frequently, amplified through our own unity and
echoed by our allies. Therefore, our voices should always be impactful throughout society. AlA is a means
to that end.

Two thousand ten has certainly been a trying year for architects, as have the previous years, due to the
economy. However, even during economic turndowns we are no less talented, no less concerned, and no
less important. We simply are not in total, prevailing control, thus we must endure the storms of the econ-
omy. And we will. We just need to always remember that if it is not a time of harvest, then it is a serious
seed planting and/or cultivating time! There are things we can all do to ultimately put ourselves at a
greater level of control and influence. AlA is a means to that end.

AlA Illinois has long been a source of advocacy for architects and architectural practices. My 2010 adminis-
trative focus as president has been on leveraging the following: empowerment, visibility and engagement.

These areas of focus collectively are all about Unifying Architects to Operate from a Position of Strength, a
slogan | have promoted throughout the year to go along with the national AlA slogan, Design Matters! The
unity | speak of no doubt takes some level of external engagement, outside of the daily practice life in the
office. AIA and its staff work behind the scenes every day, but the more energy and participation we all
give, the greater the harvest we all experience.

We were able to taste some success, through our unity and external engagement, several times in 2010. In
February, several AlA Illinois members traveled to Washington, DC, carrying clever, graphically-illustrated
messages reminding our national congressional leaders that design matters and requesting their support
on five key legislative issues. These issues ranged from unfreezing credit to allow more development, to re-
lief for small businesses, to green building tax deductions. In March, very similar issues were taken to the
General Assembly in Springfield by a much larger group of about 90 AIA lllinois representatives. This effort
led to legislative advancements toward adopting a green building labeling system in Illinois, similar to the
Energy Star labeling for appliances. April saw a number of Architecture Week activities around the state, in-
creasing awareness of architects and their work.

Of course, near and dear to my heart throughout the year are those who met my President’s Challenge, an
initiative calling for all architects in the state to frame the understanding of architecture and the role of ar-
chitects in society by visiting young students in their schools at least once during each calendar year. (i.e., ca-
reer days, guest lectures, craft projects, Architecture Week visits, Junior Achievement programs, etc). Thanks
very much to all who have participated and by all means please do it again, you will enjoy it each time.

If you missed out on any or all of these initiatives and activities, the future holds opportunities for you to
join in and elevate our profession.

In closing, | will offer my belief that architecture is practiced to its fullest when it includes some form of
leadership in the communities. In the words of John Quincy Adams, “If your actions inspire others to dream
more, to learn more, to do more and to become more. . .. You are a leader!” Let us all continue to be great
architects and leaders in the community.

It has been a pleasure to serve as your president.

Thank you,

MAL, Pz

Michael A. Rogers, AIA

AIAlllinois
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There’s no better way to ensure a brighter future than to become a
role model for the next generation. This year kicked off with the Presi-
dent’s Challenge that encouraged members — from principals to in-
terns — to visit a nearby school and share their experiences with

MARCH

Our members, almost 100 strong, descended upon the state capitol for the Prairie Grassroots Conference.
There, they added their voices to the legislative debate on issues that effect our work, our lives and our

communities. AlA lllinois ensures that we have a place at the table throughout the year by monitoring ac-
tivity and advocating for bills that will positively effect our profession. This conference gives weight to our

MAY

By a unanimous vote, a bill amending the Capital Development Board Act passed
the lllinois House of Representatives, after previously passing with a 56-0 vote in
the Senate. The bill establishes a pilot energy-per-foot measurement for build-

ings, similar to the miles-per-gallon information required of automobiles. AIA Illi-
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communication, we created a Facebook page to provide regular up- their Fellowship medals. Congratulations to the following individuals for
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JULY COLLEGE OF DUPAGE TECHNOLOGY o AUGUST An additional highlight of the conference was the presentation of our annual awards. It’s
The AIA thrives on the enthusiasm and | EDUCATION CENTER HONOR AWARD il v PechaKucha 20x20 came to Springfield for the first time in August important to take time and recognize those firms and individuals who distinguished them- ILLINOIS ARCH]TECTS PO LITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
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vided educational opportunities and ""'_;-g._" _ I public gatherings provide an informal and entertaining setting where listing of winners can be found at www.aiail.org. INDIVIDUAL Jonathan L. Fischel, FAIA Michael W, Landfried, AIA Michael A. Shymanski, AIA
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